1. Due to the influenza bacillus.?The number of organisms held to be responsible for endocarditic conditions increases as time passes, and there is nothing inherently improbable in the production of an apparently similar inflammatory condition in the heart valves, or elsewhere, by widely different organisms. To the staphylococci and streptococci, which are still most frequently found, have to be added the pneumococci, the gonococci, the typlioid, tubercle, anthrax bacilli, and now apparently also the influenza bacillus.
The pyogenic and even necrotic power possessed by the last-named has been not infrequently demonstrated in the lungs, and we are thus the more ready to accept that it can exert a similar power upon the heart valves. Endocarditis, indeed, ought not to be looked upon as a specific disease. It is but one of the local manifestations of some more general disease, sometimes very severe, and sometimes so slight as to escape notice. In itself it is but of little importance, except in so far as it leads to interference with the equilibrium of the heart's mechanism. In the simple warty form this comes in time to be all-important, except when emboli follow, the general mischief being slight, or apparently having long since disappeared, whereas in the so-called ulcerative form 
